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TO FE 


ISHOPS 


MINISTERS: 


Any of them, to "yr this ſhall Come: 
: Sure by way of QUERY, which 
they are dell _ to Anſwer in Plain- 
neſs And according to the 
Scriptures of Truth. 


| — —_— 


He that entereth not by the Door into the Sheepfoid, but clinibeth up fame 
other way, the ſame # a Thief and a Robber, John 10. 1. 


Let no Man aecerve ou W: tr VAIN Wor ds. but prove what 75 acceptable unto 
the Lord : eAnd have no fellowſhip with the un fruitful works of 
darkzeſs, but rathey reprove them, Ephel, 5 
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TO THE 
Biſhops and their Miniſters. 
OR 
Any of them, ro whom this 


ſhall come, &c, 


HIS ta Vilnation unto unto you all, that you may con- 

; ſider what you are a doing, for the Lord God ſecs all the 
actions of men,and all muit come to judgement,and every 

man mult receive according to his doings ; and every one 

that is a Perſecutor, or cnvious, or a defſpiſer of them that delire 
tolive in the fear of God, who for Contcience fake to God, can- 
not conform to the Wills, Cuſtomes, and yain Traditions of mcn, 
I ſay unto you that are Perſecutors of ſuch, or do cauſe ſuch to be 
perſecuted, you mult expect ”= reward from God, according to 
your doings , for God, in all Ages hath abhorred ſuch, and when 
they have done their Work, he hath rendercd unto them their 
Wages, and brought on them Judgments, and Plagues, and none 
of them could eſcape his {troak, when he aroſe to plead the Cauſe 
of the Oppreſfled, and to render vengeance upon their Oppreſ- 
ſors : And the Lord is the ſane at this day, as in dayes of old, his 
eye beholds the evill and the good , and he is a rewarder of all 
according to their workes and their doings, for he doth hear the 
Cry of the Oppreſled, and will not at all acquit the wicked, except 
they repent, and turn at his rcproof, and meet him by true repen- 
tance, which is to put away the evill of their doings by fearing to - 
doevill and learning to do well ; and to ſtudy how to pleaſe God, 
and not to deviie Miſchief againſt the Innocent, as many do at 
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; Cay and are pulling and haleing their Goods from them, and 
ns them in Priſons and Holes, and Excomanicating them that 
were never of their Church which was never th? piacice of the 
true Chriitian People or Miniſtcrs ; neither Go we read that Tz- 
mothy or Titus were ever calied Lord Biſhops, or had ſuch Typpits, 
and Hoods,and white Sleeves and Surplices, as the Biſhops and their 
Minitters,have at this day,for the white linnen wherewith the ſaints 
were arrayed, was Righteouſneſs they were adored with ameck and 
a quiet ſpirit, which was,and is,with the Lord of great price. Neither 
did they ſue men at the Law for Tythes, and cait them in 
Priſons and Holes, as thoſe called Miniſters do at this day, who 
would force people, to give th:m mainterance and wages when 
they do no work for them, and to pay tor their Bread and Wine, 
when they neither eat nor drinx of it ; and if they will not pay 
them their demands, they ſomctimes tike three or four times as 
much as they at frit demanded , and ſometimes as much or more 
then a mans eſtate is worth by the year,Ohb Avominable wickedneſs 7 
Do thoſe that are found in theſe things think that the Lord takes 
no notice of it, or that his eye fees not ? Yes, yes, the Lord ſees all 
theſe cruelties and will not at all acquic the actors thereof in thac 
day that he comes to plead with all fleſh. Therefore confider what 
you are doing, you that are found in thoſe things ; do not think to 
eſcape the hand of the Lord, for God :5 o reſfetter of perſons ; bur, 
3s is ſaid, will render to every man according tohis doings ; and in 
that dav, none can hide themſelves or ſave themſelves from his 
{troke, though they may call ro the Hills to cover them, or to the 
Aſountaines to hide them , yea, though they fly into the clefts of the 
Rocks. his band will find them, for none can hide when he appeares 
it his Judgmenrs. | 
Therefore all conlider while you have a day and a time, for how 
grcat ſocver you are, or how ever you may vaunt your ſelves ovcr 
the Innocent People of God, who detire to live in his fear, and to 
wait upon him, and to Worthip him as he requires, I ſay, however 
you may vaunt over ſuch, and oppreſs, perſecute, and ſeek ro ſup- 
preſs ſuch, yer your breath is in your noſtrills, and the Lord is the 
giver of it, and he may take 1t at his pleaſure, for hz gave unto man 
Life and Breath , that man might live nato him, and fear to offend 
him, and made man to ferye him, and to wait upon him, and to 
worſhip him 1n ſpirit an truth as he requires ; and this ſpititual 
_ : worſhip 
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worſhip which Goc | worſhiped in, is and ever was, a ittery t& 
all Per{ecuters and Deſpiſers, and to all that preach tor hire, and 
Divine for mony for the Minitters of the ſpirit and thoſe that ſpate, 
the word of the Lord, teltitied aMinſt ſuch that ſpake, and iÞh2 
Lord had not ſpoken unto them, and ſuch did not profit the Peop!e 
at all ; and men by witdom which 1s earthly, and ſenſual, know not 
God, but it ever men come to know the Lord, to their comfort and 
falyation, they mult learn of Cliriit the Light, and Life ot men 
who ſaid, [ ammecek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt ro your 
foules, and hath ſaid, He that will be my diſciple myſt deny bimfelf, 
and take up :i5 Croſs and follow me, who am the way to the Father. 
And hath taid, I 41: the Light of re world, Theretore have a care 
how ye relit, mock, ſcott, and deride this Light which l1ghteth 
every man ; and lhewes them. there evil deeds and reproves 1n 
fecrct, and thewes them what they ſhould do, and what they {hould 
not do z which teachcs and fhews that they ſhould do to others, as 
they would others ſhould do to them. 

Now all you Biſhops and Miriſters, ſo called, conſider whether 
you are followers of Chriit, as they were who bid People follow 
them as they follow Chriſt, or, onthe contrary, are 1n the ſteps of 
thoſe that perſecuted Chriſt Members, and cryed peace, prace.- tO 
people, while they put z;:to their mouthes ;, but, if they put not into 
their mouthes, they prepared war againſtthem 5 and ſuch the trur 
Prophets and Minilters who /pake as the Spirit of the Lord gave ti:c;1. 
utterance andas he required, teſtified againſt. Now it 1s my dclire 
that you may truly weigh and conſider theſe things, and examine 
your own hcarts in the coole , quiet, peaceable harmleſs Spirr:., 
which envyes not, and in the meek {pirit. And cyery one of you 
that doth ſo, may find I am your Friend, and on? that delires men 
might repent, and come to the knowledge of the truth, and b-: 
ſaved ; with out which all men are miſerable, witratever the 7 
profeſs, or poſeſs, in this world. 

Now I have thus far, cleared my conſcience to you, in uprirght- 
neſs of heart, accordins ro Truth, which God hath maniteſted in 
me, to ſhew and diſcover, that which is contrary to himſelf, and to 
lead into that which is right in his ſight, and ro Worſhip him as he 
requires, and gives the knowlege or himtelf, and leads and brings 
to the peace, which paſſerh the undcrianding of men, and is more 
to be prized then all the world; I ſay inthis Truth and Light 
which 
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which Cod hath given, to ——_ the world of their ſins and th 
lead and guid men unto himſelf and keep them in peace and Co- 
venant with him for ever, and gives to know the tongue of the 
{earned and the Word, whick was in the begining, from which, 
and in which, the words of Truth were ſpoken, which was bcfore 


the falſe prophets, and hirclings were, and will be when they are. 


all gone ; I ſay in this Truth, which God is more and more mani- 
teiting in the hearts of his people, who in uprightneſs do wait upon 
hin ; I evermore delire to re{t and abide. 


The 19th. of the Leonard Coale, 
Sth. Month, 
LS 9 1. 
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Something by way of 


QUERY 


TO THE 


BISHOPS and MINISTER'S, of the 
Church of England, which they are de- 
fired ro Anſwer in Plainnels, and 


according to the Scriptures 


of Truth. 
[rh ſeeing you profeſs your ſelves to be Teachers andq 


Inſtructcrs of others , and Paſtors, and Miniſters, and Gift- 
edmen; theſe things are propounded to you as follow- 

eth. 
Thar ſeeing the Scripture ſaith, John 17. 3. eAnd this is Life 
Eternal, that they may know thee the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt 
whom thou tialt ſent, Hence Query. Query 


; 
, 
, 
b 
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Query I. 

W hart 1s it that gives the true and ſaving knowledge ot God, 

which is Liſe Eternal ? 1s it w:rhinr man or withort him ? 
Query 1T, 

Is 1t poſſible to attain to ſuch a ſaving knowledge of the 
invilible God, as to know and witneſs Lite Eternal to the So. 
that hath been in Death, I ſay is ſuch a knowledge of the Love of 
God that made Heaven and Earth, attained to now by any 1n this 
Life, that is under your Miniſtry, yea or nay ? 

Query 11., 

Is it ſufficient to read that there 1s a God, and that he 
{ent Jeſus Chriſt into the world ; and to believe ſo from the Telti- 
mony given of him withour, and left upon Record, Thar he m.1de 
the World and all things therein, &c. May not a man have ſuch a 
knowledge as this, and yet not know Lite Fternal to his ſoul, vea, 
Or nay ! 

Ouery IV. 

And fecing the holy Scripture faith, Th. all have ſinned, 
and come ſkorr of tbe Glory of God. And that, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. \Whar is this 
New Birth ? And how can a man that 1s dead 17 treſ paſſes and fras 
be borr again, and come to know Lite Ercrnal ? 

Query V. 

Is Chriſt the true Light :hae Lighterh every man into the wor'd 
vea, or nay ? 

Query VT. 

What was that Comforter which Chriſt promiſed to jerd 
to his Diſciples , which ſhould lead them into all Truth , which 
ſhould reprove the World of fin, &c. Is this Comforter come al- 
ready, or is he yet to come ? Are any led into Truth bur by the 
Comtorter which Chriſt promiſcd ro ſend after bis departure: yea 
or nay ! 

Query VIT. 

What is that which ſhews men their fin, and reproves in ſecret 
for evil, when no man ſeeth it ? 

Query VIII. 

And is that which ſhews men thus their ſinful ſtate and reproves 
tor evil, ſufficient ( in it ſelf ) to lead out of fin and out of evil, 
into holineſs and purity ( if they obey and follow its guidance ) 
yea or nay ? | : gry 


d. 
p:- 
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Ouery IX. 


Can any man in this Life, on this (ide the Grave, attain to ſuch 
a ſtate, as to be made free from {in,and know and witneſs, preſerva- 
tion out of Tranſgreſſion, by the heavenly Power and Spirit of 
God, unto his heavenly kingdom, into which, 70 unclean thing ca7; 


entcr,yea or nay *f 
Query X, 


What is the Firſt Principle of pure Relizion ? 
Query XI, 

What is the Coſpel , and what was the end for which it was 
preached ? Are any true Preachers of the Goſpel but ſuch as the 
Lord God ſends forth and Ordaines ? 

Query XIT, 

Whether or no, the Miniſters which were ſent forth by Chriſt 
Jeſus in the Goſpel diſpenſation,did ever rake Tythes?ard if people 
would not give it, to ſue them at Law for Tythes, and take it by 
force ( yea ſometimes ten times as much as the lingle value of 
T'ythes demanded ) and go to a Pariſh and make a bargain for ſo 
much a year , or demand ſo much, and if the People think it tog 
much, and will not give it, £0 to another place, where they can 
have moſt Tythes, Eaſter-reckoning, and Midſomer-Dues, c>c. by 
the year ? I ſay Did the Miniſters of Chriſt after this manner ? Qr 
rather, 

Query XI. 


Did not the Miniiters of Chriſt preach freely, even according as 
Chriſt commanded them, who ſaid, Freely ye have recevied, freely 
give ? 

Ouery XITIT. 


What, and where is the Church, which Chriſt himſelt is the 
Head of, Elect and Precious ? And hath he ſuch a Church vilible 
upon Earih, yea or nay ? 


Qucry XV. 


Can a man be a true living Membcr of the true Church, unleſs he 
be 


/ fe Ms. o a » 
be redeemed by the pretious blood of Jeſus Chritt from fin and un- 
righteouſneſs, vea or nay ? | 
Oey XVI 
., N 


Will you, or any of you affirm and prove by the Holy Scrip- 
etires, that your Church,and way of Worſhip and Practice ts agree- 
able with, and according to the practice and examoie of the Þ 
mitive Church in the Apoltles dayes ? 


Query XVII 


What is it to be a Member of your Church ? May a man thereby 
obtain Eternal Life and $:lyation to his Immortai Soul. and have 
an aſſurance of the Love and Favour of God, ard of an Int eritance 
thar fadeth not away, when this Worid ſhail be no more, Or ra- 
ther, are not you ſuch as ſay, Jrs impoſſible to live without ſinning z; 
you canror be perfett im this Life, but carry. about a bady of ſir wile 
ou are bere,and have no aſſurance, but are dead i» treſpaſſes and ſis, 
have erred and ſtrayd from the wayes of God, and are miſerable ſin- 
ers, as you ſay your lelves in the Common Prayer, ( Ohthat you 
did bur {ay it ina true ſence of your condition, and knew a true re- 
pentance, which 1s a real change of the heart and wind, ard for- 
faking of Sin, as it 1s written 5 Put away the evil of your doings, 
faith the Lord, and I will receive you. Waſh you, make yort clean, and 
then come and let is reaſon together, &c. then would you joyn with 
us. ) Bur alas are not many Mcmbers of your Church, and yet live 
in uncleanneſs, drunkenneis, whoredom, cc. who are not Excom- 
municated, But if any come to be turned from an evil Converſa- 
tion, to walk in righteouſneſs and holinefs, and to learn the fear 
of the Lord, which is to depart from evil ; then preſently ſuch a 
man or woman, you ſay, is deceived or deluded $5 and by depart- 
ing from evil become a prey to the ungodly, and is hated, reviled, 
mocked and excommunicated out of your Church, ( when it may 
be they were never of it ) and inpriſoned, ( andas it were buryed 
alive ) becauſe they do not come to your Worſhip and conform 
to you in thoſe things which they are truly perſwaded againit ( and 
that by the Spirit of God ) And then again, if any ſuch that 
hath thus for a time been ſeparated from you, and walked in Ric ht- 
eouſncls and Truth, and it may be thifered much by you for the 
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ame, 1 1ay, if ſuck. a one tirn again ( like the Dog to the vomit; 
2d as tix yow that was waſhed to walow tn the mire ) trom the grace 
of God into un-ightcoutnes and hithyneſs and do that which js 
evil : then fuch thereby b:come again fit Mzmbers of your 
Church, and are receved\11 among!t you as good converts again, 
and do enjoy their Liberty as betore ; all which makes many 
moderate People grea:ly to queſtion ind ſuſpect, that your Church 
and way of Worthip ; is not the true Church Worſhip ; and there- 
fore do abſent from 1: ! 
Query XVI. 


Andcan you blame any for abſenting from you ? Oris1t rea- 
{onable far you to force and compel People to be of your Church, 
who confets you are miſeravle ſincrs, that have erred and ſtrayed, 
from the wayes of Goa ? ( as indeed we believe youare ) Do you 
think that outward force is the way to bring People ( that are 
finceare ) to be of your Church, which daily err and ſtray from 
the way of God ? Or rather, 


Le rY XI. þ # 


Would it not be more Chriſtian like, for you to let others alonc 
in matters appertaining to God, his Worſhip, and Religion, fo 
lons as they waik innocentiy towards all men ? And muſt all render 
an account to God of ail their deeds, and receive a jult reward aC- 
cording to their doings z for he 1s no reſpe&er of perfons. I ſay, 
were it not better tor you, who ſay, Youare Gifred men, or Spirit- 
tual mer, to uſe only the Spiritual Weapon (if you had it ? ) to 
convince gain-ſayers with all ; and by your lives, and good conyer- 
ſations to Preach for.h to all, That you are indeed the Embaſladors 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chritt, who walk, nor after the fleſh, but afzty 
the Spirit ? 


Query XX. 
YVhat are the fruics and markes of a true Chriſtian ? 
Query XXT. 


And what are the fruits, and markes of a falſe Prophet, by 
which 
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which People may know and diſtinguiſh them from 


Il 


Quiry 3 F115 


Why &id Car Kill bis Brother «Abel! ? Did he well in fo doing 
yea or ray ? 
Query XX1T, 


Is Perſecution of Chrift, or of Antickrift ? W ho Was ti12 15% 
Perfecutor about Wot his? 4 


What will be the poriton 0 thoſe that cauic the blind to wa: 
der out of the right Way and are not you ſuch, yea or nay * 

Ariſwer theſe” ching» in meekne ſs and os RI according t t5 
Scripture, That if you © re really and iraly of thoſe that ſeek. Lite 
Exaltation of Truth and Holynefs it may be manifelt ; bar it You 
ſeek not this. but your ſelves, and are fuch as God never ſunt ; 
then know aſlured}y that the Lord God of Heaven, who beholds 
your actions, and from whom you cannot hide your ſelves, will dil: 
cover you more and more, and your nakednels and ſham? ſhall 
yet more and more appear in the {1ght of Nations , and he will give 
you the Cup of his drcadtul Vengeance and Ind! onar 19n to Drink, 
as 4 juſt reward of your doings if you repent nor. 

T his is from one that trom a Child hath delired and trul y Jo: nged 
after the ſaving knowledge of God, and his way in which I might 
find Life and Peace to my Soul, being now in Bonds with many 
more for Obcying and Keeping the Commands of Chriſt Jetus 


75 . 
Reading Goale the benjanun Coale, 
Sth. 1onth, 
LS 7 h 


